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           November 19, 2020 

 
 
Dear Friends of First United Methodist Church of /Festus Crystal City, 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP ONLY 
In consultation with our Church Council, with encouragement from our Bishop, and following the example of the City of 
Festus and several area schools, We are moving to Online Worship Only effective this Sunday, November 22, 10am. 
 
PERSONAL IMPACT 
The spread of Covid-19 is out of control in Jefferson County and sickness and death has touched practically every family, 
including our own congregation. We have several in our congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19, along with 
family and friends who have been hospitalized with the virus, and, sadly, we just lost our dear member, Dean Perry, 
after being admitted to the hospital with Covid-19. 
 
DO NO HARM 
The first General Rule in our Wesleyan tradition is to “Do no harm.” It is with that love for one another that we make this 
move back to Online Only Worship. With the current statistics in Jefferson County we can assume that, every weekend 
we hold in-person worship, we have 2 or 3 people in attendance that are Covid-19 positive, even if they do not know it 
or show no symptoms. Though we have made great efforts to be safe with required masks, distancing, and disinfecting, 
it simply is not worth the risk. We have not been, and do not want to be, the cause of any spread of this pandemic.  
 
TIMING 
Going online now will help us avoid the exponential spread that, unfortunately, is sure to occur after Thanksgiving family 
gatherings. My household has made the decision not to expand our “bubble” for the holidays, but many people will, and 
these types of gatherings are a large source of community spread. Please consider carefully before you expand your 
circle of contact. Remember that enjoying phone calls, zoom, and facetime now will help protect everyone for many 
more in-person celebrations in the future. 
 
COPING 
Even while I believe this is the wisest and most loving decision for our community, congregation, and staff, it still 
saddens me. I look at photos and video clips from pre-Covid worship and long for the crowds, the noise, the smiles, 
hugs, and handshakes. I know you do, as well. So, let’s be kind to one another. Send an extra text, make a phone call, 
send a card, facetime with someone you haven’t seen for a while, especially those within our congregation. Remember, 
you can access our Church Directory online for contact information at www.festusumc.org. Click on the Member Log In 
button and enter the access code: 63028. 
 
There are two Room 107 meetings remaining for this year via Zoom. This group, led by Amanda Fonner, helps us cope by 
connecting our daily mental health struggles with our faith in Christ. You can join your First UMC friends for Room 107 at 
www.zoom.us , Meeting ID 778 074 4540, Passcode: zoom. The next meetings are Monday, 11/23, 6pm, Topic: Food, 
and Monday, 12/14, 6pm, Topic: Holidays and Coping. 
 
I’ve added a summary of details below. May God grant us good health and peace as we celebrate this season: 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
 



 
 
First United,     

  
 

   
Rev. Tish Green 
 
 
 
MORE DETAILS 
 
 
+ Online ONLY Worship begins this weekend, Sunday, November 22, 10am. 
 
+ You can participate at www.facebook.com/festusumc or, if you do not use facebook, we are working to have the 
livestream available at www.festusumc.freeonlinechurch.com/live . 
 
+ The building will be closed to outside groups with the exception of NA, which serves as a lifeline for many people. 
 
+ Church small group leaders should contact Pastor Tish if they request to continue meeting. 
 
+ We will still decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas and livestream from there for all to see. 
 
+ Advent devotionals will be mailed out the week of Thanksgiving to help keep us connected. 
 
+ We can interact with one another about the Advent devotions at www.facebook.com/groups/firstuniteddevotions  
 
+ Christmas Eve is yet to be decided. For now, we are taking reservations for 5pm, 7pm, and 11pm in-person services in 
the Sanctuary by emailing judyz@festusumc.org . 
 
+ You can read a letter of guidance and Covid-19 update from Bishop Farr here. 
https://www.moumethodist.org/newsdetail/missouri-conference-covid-19-update-14441537  
 
 
 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” 
(Ephesians 3:20-21). 
 
 
RoboCall 11/19/20 - Due to the dramatic increase in Covid-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in Jefferson County, 
First UMC is moving to Online Worship Only effective immediately. You can watch worship online this Sunday at 10am 
on our facebook page. www.facebook.com/festusumc  Again, there will be no in-person worship as we move to Online 
Worship Only this Sunday at 10am. Pastor Tish will send an email with more details. Have a safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving. 


