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 8   Susan Gravenmeier

 20  Sheila Reese 
      Shelley Oestricker  22  Harold Oetting 
9 Norman Turnbough        Craig Vinyard  
10 Gregory Lentz  24   Mary Albright 
       Jeffrey Reese         Roy Burnside 
11 Levi Green          25  Mary Bender 
12 Fayo Edwards        Carole Gwyn 
17 DeRonda Bone  26  Kathy Ciscell       
      Ike Schevers  27  Nancy Selinger 
 
 
 
1 Sherri Connell  7    Barb Greever 
4 Ellen Ravenscraft        Nancy  Selinger 
5 Linda Laiben  8    Jordan Oetting 
6 Darrell Faerber   10  Murray Higdon 
             Carol  Thoma 

    DECEMBER 

 

Worship Times 
   6:00pm  Saturday  Traditional Worship   
   9:15am  Sunday  Modern Worship 
      Kids United K-12th grade ministry 
      Adult Bible Study 
 10:45am  Sunday  Traditional Service 
      Professional Nursery Care Provided 
      Every Sunday, 9:00am—Noon 

  

Pictured Left to Right: Rev. Tish Green, Youth Leader Dan Cathcart, Samantha Cathcart, Jesse Cathcart, Linda Laiben, Levi Green, Logan Guidroz, Robert 
Guidroz, Madison Guidroz, Dawn Guidroz, Kelly Rodgers, Lilly Rodgers, Carol Rodgers, Jeannie Thornborrow, Lisa Rogoz, Stephen Rogoz. Not pictured, 
Joselynn Shadowens, to be confirmed January 2020. 
 

"I feel different, like I'm destined for something." 
Confirmand Logan Guidroz 

 
Twelve weeks ago, I walked into a Youth meeting to start Confirmation. I knew what I wanted to bring to the 
Youth, knowledge and experience, but I had no idea what they would bring to me. They made me remember why 
gathering in small groups matters, encouraged me with their love for prayer, challenged me with hard faith ques-
tions, reminded me that having fun should be a daily practice, made me reflect on the passage of time and the 
value of long-term commitments, and allowed me to share a part of their journey of faith in Christ. 
 
There is a lifetime worth of topics we could have covered in our Confirmation classes, but none more important 
than hearing God’s call and answering, “Yes.” We talked about God’s call to salvation, to belong to God’s family, 
to grow, and to serve; and on November 24, 2019, seven youth answered God’s call and said, “Yes,” confirming 
their personal faith in Jesus Christ and becoming professing members of First United Methodist Church of Festus/
Crystal City. Praise God! 
 
I am grateful for Adam Rogoz and Josh Thornborrow, young men who consistently serve as examples of a life of 
service to Christ, and for Dan Cathcart who gathered these youth together over the past  15 months, preparing 
them for this day, and committing to walk forward with each one as their sponsor. Thank you parents for guiding 
your Youth through word and deed. We stand with you in prayer as each one steps out into God’s call to ministry. 

 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special pos-
session, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the peo-
ple of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
(1 Peter 2:9-10) 

      JANUARY 

First United, 
 
 
Rev. Tish Green 

Hanging of the Green! 
 

Enjoy our fabulously decorated 
sanctuary all Advent long.  
Special thanks to our deco-
rating team who spent 3+ hrs 
one evening making the space 
beautiful for worship. Next 
year you can make plans to 
help, too! (Pictured: Janet, Tish, 
Beth, Bruce, James, Tammy, Levi, 
Kevin, Mary & Lewis.) 
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Our 2020 Church Council 
This team serves in the ministry of administration to support 
of all ministries of our Church. They lead in the areas of Build-
ing, Finance, and Staff. Give thanks and lift up prayers for Kim 
Bargman, Cassandra Blanks,  Curt Godier, Barb Greever, 
Heather Helms, Bill Jamison, Mark Landau, JT Mulvaney, Pat 
Parsons, Tamara Porterfield,  Kelly Rodgers, Carol Thoma, 
Council Chair Doug Wendel, and Caryl Harness serving as Re-
cording Secretary.  

 This time of year is a very busy one for all of us, and the food 
pantry is no different. We are grateful for the generous out-
pouring of donations from the Boy Scouts and the church vol-
unteers who helped with processing all those products. The 
next big thing on our agenda is the filling and distributing of 
Christmas baskets. We will be filling 100 boxes for 50 families 
on Monday December 16th. This has always been a time for 
many church members to gather in Fellowship Hall at 9:00 
a.m. to place items in those boxes. It’s a time of joyous chaos! 
Last year we completed this task in under one hour. Many 
hands make light work. On Tuesday the 17th we also nee a few 
strong men to help our clients load their boxes into their cars. 
Many of our clients are elderly and need the help. Please, 
know that any work you can help with is both vital and greatly 
appreciated by our clients. God bless you all and thank you for 
another year of your generous support. 

From Taylor Massa, Spe-
cial Process Coordinator, 
Crystal City Schools: Thank 
you so very much for your 
generous donations to the 
families in our school district. 
The Helping Hands program is able to operate because of 
people like you all. Our families were blessed by your 
thoughtfulness. Thank you again for caring about our 
Crystal City families. [Pictured above: Alex Nelle, First UMC Co-
ordinator, Taylor Massa, Crystal City School, and Rev. Tish Green.] 

Cooking Baking will be on Dec. 12th & 13th.  
Cooking Sales –Saturday evening at 5:30pm. 
                            Sunday morning 8:30am.  
Proceeds benefit the missions of the UMW. 
 
All the Ladies of the Church Luncheon will be held at  
Pasta House on Saturday, Dec. 14th at noon.  If you  plan 
to attend, please contact Candy (636-575-2777)  or Judy 
(636-937-6205) by Wed., Dec. 11th.  

  

WOMEN’S CARD DAY 
 

A group of ladies will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 26th  &  
Friday, Dec. 20th Christmas Party & Dec. 27th  to have a 
brown bag lunch and play Hand N Foot card game. Any-
one who would like to play is welcome. For more info 
contact Kay Cohoon  636-937-1069 or 314-496-3078.  

STAINED GLASS WINDOW RESTORATION UPDATE 
In 2017, it was with great wisdom that our Church Council ap-
proved the formation of the Stained Glass Window Committee 
to begin the work of restoring our sanctuary windows. The 
final large windows awaiting restoration are deteriorating 
even more quickly than we anticipated. The Committee had 
planned the next window to be restored as the Nettie Davis & 
Franklin Wolcott Brickey, however, while monitoring the con-
ditions of the other unrestored windows, gaps were found to 
be increasing in the right balcony window at an alarming rate 
over the past several weeks (see photo). The wooden frame 
and bottom sash were so rotten they could no longer support 
the weight of the stained glass, thus the increasing gaps. 
In order to prevent a total loss, the Committee has prioritized 
the right balcony window. It’s repair cost is $4980, which we 
already have in hand. You can see the balcony window has 
already been pulled and restoration of window, frame, and 
sash have begun. We will continue to raise funds with a focus 
on the Davis/Brickey window. Our goal is to begin its work the 
week after Easter 2020. Total Cost: $20,542.00 Amount 
Raised: $4900.00  Thank you! Pastor Tish & the Stained Glass 
Committee, Mary Dunn, Dave Henry, Bruce Granneman, Pam 
Drinen, Bernard Laiben, Scott Hammon, and Doug Wendel. 

See Kristi Lanferseick, Jeannie Tindall, Mark Landau, Barb 
Kentch, order online at www.festusumc.org, or stop by 
the Church office to purchase your baskets today! Pro-
ceeds benefit the Vital Ministries of First UMC, sup-
porting every ministry in our Church. Volunteers are 
needed to pack the fruit baskets on Dec. 18th at 8am.  From Death to New Life 

Pat Chmela  May 27, 1924     November  7, 2019 
Pat was a member of First Church for 54 years. 

Christmas Celebrations! Making a Difference... Kids Impromptu Christmas Pageant 
On Dec 29, 9:15am, every child in worship will have a role in 
our Impromptu Christmas Pageant! Just show up and our Holy 
Moly Teachers will cast, costume, and direct, this fun Christ-
mas pageant filled with our favorite Christmas songs! 

Joy & Unity 

Pictured left: Pastor 
Tish, Alex, and Crystal 
graduate PFC Hunter 
Blackwell, unloading 16 
Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets at Crystal City 
Elementary School. The 
other 9 baskets went 
to Crystal City High 
School students. 


